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         Swissmas  

         Party!  

Sadly, the 2017 Swissmas Party has had to be 

cancelled due to issues with the venue.  Fret 

not, planning has already begun for 2018 

Swissmas and there will be plenty of other 

events between now and then.    

2018 Swissy Calendar 

On sale now! 

 

The 2018 calendars are now on sale at £10 + 

p&p.  Please contact Sue Brailey if you would 

like one: smbrailey@gmail.com   

They are selling fast and there are only a few left 

so be quick! 

This year we had nearly 200 entries which made 

it a very difficult decision to choose the winning 

photos.   

All submitted photos will feature on the Clubȭs 

website throughout 2018.   

GSMD Club Website 

Next time you visit the GSMD Club website: 

http://www.gsmdclub.co.uk/, take a look at the 

revamped Members Area where you will find 

information on Health testing, the GSMD, health 

issues, training issues, carting, showing, 

grooming and dog friendly walks and hotels. 

 Website Member Area Login 

The password is: swissdog 

Swissy Walks! 

Various dog walks take place throughout the 

year and there are some already being 

planned for 

2018 so keep 

an eye on the 

GSMD website 

which will post 

details of walks 

when theyȭre 

confirmed. 

Membership Renewal 

Donȭt forget that membership renewal and 
payment of subs are due for renewal on 1st 
January. 

   

There will be no price increase and full details 
are on the form.  

 

Forms are attached with this newsletter.  



Dates for the Diary! 

2017 
 

19th November 11am 
Swissy Walk & Lunch 
Snelsmore Country Park RG14 3BQ  
Fox & Hounds, Donnington, RG14 3AP  
 
17th December: 
Redditch & District Canine Society Show 
Mappleborough Village Hall B80 7BT  

 

2018 
 

28th January Time TBC: 
Swissy Walk & Lunch 
Virginia Water Lake, Berkshire 
 
February: 
Breed Seminar 
Date and Venue to be confirmed 
 
8th-11th March: 
Crufts   
 
8th March: 
Crufts Working day (GSMD classes)  
 
31st March: 
AGM and Breed Club Open Show  
Overseal Village Hall, Derbyshire, DE12 6LU 
 
April: 
Character Assessment and Carting Day   
Date and Venue to be confirmed 
 
24th November: 

Swissmas Party  

Overseal Village Hall, Derbyshire, DE12 6LU 
 

2019 
 

30th March: 
AGM and Breed Club Open Show  
Venue TBC 
 
23rd November: 

Swissmas Party  

Venue TBC 

Your Club needs you! 
 

The Great Swiss Mountain Dog Club was 
founded in 2008 at which point the Officers and 
Committee were duly elected. 
 
At the AGM on 31st March 2018, Peter 
Swinburn, who was elected Chairperson at the 
Founders Meeting in 2008, will stand down 
from that position but will remain on the 
Committee. 
 
Sue Parkin-Russell was elected as Honorary 
Secretary at the Founders Meeting in 2008 and 
she will stand down as Secretary of the Club 
and also from the Committee at the 2018 AGM. 
 
The Club needs these roles to enable it to 
function as per Kennel Club rules and 
guidelines so replacements for both positions 
will be needed. 
 
If you would like to offer your services to the 
Club and its members and want to know a little 
bit more about what is involved please do not 
hesitate to contact Sue Parkin-Russell: 
spaclere@btinternet.com .  
 
Sue will be happy to arrange a call to discuss 
the roles with you.  
 
There are 4 meetings a year and meetings are 
usually at 11am on a weekend day.  The venue 
varies to try and share the distance each 
committee member has to travel  
 
Nominations will need to be received prior 
to 19th January 2018. 

mailto:spaclere@btinternet.com


Discover Dogs!   

Once again we, as a breed, have been involved at the Discover Dogȭs event organised by the Kennel 
Club every year in London around October time.  Most important are our dogs who do us proud and 
always pull in a crowd and get fussed over.  They are such great ambassadorȭs through their stints on 

the booth.  

At the same time we are there to promote responsible ownership and 
provide people with a good understanding of our breed as much as 
possible, but at least channel folk to seek further information or visit a 
Swissy owner before purchase.  We have some great pictures on 
display to support the activities of Swissies and of course some hand 
outs for interested people.  

Participants who man the Great Swiss Mountain Dog stand obviously are well versed on the breed 
but can also direct enquiries to other people for advice.  They are often quite surprised of the 
interest of people and the whole set up.   

Jan Buckingham was one such participant who pitched up to take her  turn to 
man the stand.  Jan says, ȰAs usual, it was very busy with visitors to the stand 
enjoying such close contact with the dogs, and the feeling was mutual!  We 
thoroughly enjoy talking about our dogs and giving open and honest 
information about the countless pros and occasional cons of our breed.  I can 
imagine that the experience would be pretty difficult if you didnȭt enjoy the 
limelight but our confident and attention seeking Swissies are more than up 
to the job!ȱ 

Julia Swinburn, GSMD Club Coordinator, who organises Swissy attendance 
and stands at this event and Crufts each year says ȰI am lucky to have such a 
supportive team. Sincere thanks go to all who have helped so far, especially 
their dogs and the de cor setter uppers & takers down.ȱ 

Should you, as a member, wish to help by attending with or without a dog 
then do please contact Julia on 01889 568341 or jpbynton@gmail.com.    

Julia gets things sorted early and next Marchȭs Crufts is virtually filled, but 
names can go down for future events or for backups who are often needed, 
especially on the day when most people are busy showing their dogs.  Extra 
help also reduces the time some dogs are on the stand, which can only help.  
You are supplied with entrance tickets, car parking and a little cash to help 
buy some refreshments (subject to what Julia is supplied with as they are 
restricted by the Kennel Club which does make it difficult some times). 

Discover Dogs is an important feature in our Clubȭs yearly events so please do think seriously about 
attending to show your support for GSMD club. 

Julia looks forward to hearing from some of you! 

mailto:jpbynton@gmail.com


Hotspots! 

Hotspots can come on very suddenly and they usually spread fast, so you need to get the remedy into 

your pet quickly when you notice a hotspot.  

 

wŜƳŜŘȅ /ƘƻƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƻǘǎǇƻǘǎΗ 
 

Sonja Watkins  has tried out various remedies which have helped 

her pets.  She recommends: 

¶ Black tea bags: rub on to hotspot 3 -4 times a day   

¶ Before bed use Lanacane Medicated Powder or a similar product; helps provide a cooling and 

soothing effect against itchy skin!  

¶ Apis (usually labeled Apis mellifica): Apis is often the most useful remedy to use for the early 

stages of hotspots due to their angry, itchy and violent onset (Apis comes from a honey bee so 

think of a bee sting). *  

¶ Belladonna: Hotspots that require Belladonna will appear and grow almost instantly and the 

skin will be bright red, hot and relatively dry. The dog will appear restless and irritated and will 

move away from heat.* 

*Note: when comparing Apis to Belladonna: the Apis patient is often thirstless, whereas the 

Belladonna patient will usually seek water.   

¶ Calendula (Calendula officinalis): Often, homeopathic Calendula (not the herbal calendula 

recommended in the topical treatment suggestions above) is useful for the healing stages of a 

hotspot.   

¶ Aconite (Aconitum napellus): can be used for animals displaying a lot of anxiety and 

restlessness during the development of hotspots.  

Some Swissy owners shave the affected area and treat it at home for one or two days. 

It is important that if a hotspot is not resolved after a few days, that you go to your vet for steroid 
cream which clears it up almost instantly.   

 
/ƘǊƻƴƛŎ IƻǘǎǇƻǘǎ 
 

Some commonly used remedies are Pulsatilla, Graphites and Arsenicum album. Countless other 

homeopathic skin remedies may be used for more chronic cases where hotspots re-occur and the 

mental or emotional picture is appropriate.   

Bach Rescue Remedy can be useful on a daily basis in cases where there is prolonged household or 

environmental stress or where life or family changes are affecting your pet. You can put a few drops 
in your dogȭs water bowl, even if there are other dogs in your household (it wonȭt harm).   

Again, it is important to note that if your dog suffers from chronic, recurring hotspots, especially if 

these seem to be due to mental or emotional causes, itȭs best to consult your homeopathic vet sooner 

rather than later, who may recommend other remedies.   

 



Monty– Our Golden Boy! 

Wŀƴ .ǳŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǇŀƛŘ ƻũ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ Ǝƻǘ aƻƴǘȅ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά̧ Ŝǎ ς L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ aƻƴǘȅ Ƙŀǎ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƴƛƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ¢ƘŜ 
YŜƴƴŜƭ /ƭǳō DƻƻŘ /ƛǝȊŜƴ 5ƻƎ όY/D/5ύ DƻƭŘ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ  Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘŜǎǘ ŀǧŜƳǇǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦƻǳǊ ŘƻƎǎ ς н {ǿƛǎǎƛŜǎΣ ŀ 
.ŜǊƴŜǎŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 5ƻƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ wƻǧǿŜƛƭŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀŎŜΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƴǘȅ 
ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ς ōƭŜǎǎ Ƙƛǎ Ŏƻǧƻƴ ǎƻŎƪǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜ ǇŀƛŘ ƻũΣ ŀƴŘ L 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎǊŀŎƪ ŀ ƴǳǘΗ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ƻƴŜ ŘƻƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦέ 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳΣ 
ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ŏƭǳō ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘŜ Y/D/5 ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ōǳǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǝǘƭŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƛǝȊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǎŜŜ ¢ƘŜ YŜƴƴŜƭ /ƭǳō ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǘƘŜƪŜƴƴŜƭŎƭǳōΦƻǊƎΦǳƪκǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎκƎƻƻŘ-ŎƛǝȊŜƴ-ŘƻƎ-ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ-ǎŎƘŜƳŜκ 

Swissy Registrations 

For those of you interested in stats, these are 
details taken from the Kennel Club's records in 
regards to Great Swiss Mountain Dogs:   

Total number of Swissies registered since the 
Club was founded in 2008  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The average number of Swissies registered each 
year is 25.  . 
 
There is a long waiting list of families waiting for 

a Swissy so if you are planning a litter, please let 
the Club Secretary know and she can pass on the 
names of those who have been patiently waiting 
for news of potential litters, some for a very long 

time. 

2008 р 

2009 нп 

2010 но 

2011 нс 

2012 нн 

2013 пм 

2014 ом 

2015 но 

2016 ну 

to June 2017  мт 

Why not join the 

ȰGreat Swiss 

Mountain Dog UKȱ 

page on Facebook?   

Whilst the page isnȭt affiliated with the 

GSMD Club, it  has Club members and other 

interested people as followers. 

Keep up-to-date on individual Swissy news, 

events and photos.   

2019 Swissy Calendar 

Photos  

If you have any photos that you would like to 

enter to be featured in the 2019 calendar 

please send them one at a time, to Sue 

Brailey:    

 smbrailey@gmail.com   

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/training/good-citizen-dog-training-scheme/


Breed Health Update!  

Sue Brailey, GSMD Club Breed Health Coordinator (BHC), 

attended the annual breed health symposium held at the Kennel 

Club in Stoneleigh.  

Various topics were discussed in the morning and after lunch 

there were booths set up where BHCȭs could go and ask 

questions to any of the speakers. 

 

"ÒÅÅÄ (ÅÁÌÔÈ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÌÁÎÓ  

The first speaker was Dr Katy Evans (KC Health Research Manager) who talked about Breed Health 

Conservation Plans (BHCP). She explained that these are to be aimed at enabling the identification of 

the most significant issues in each breed and establishing where further research and support is 

required.  At present, 17 breeds have been identified to have BHCPȭs developed with them and, once 

this initial 17 are complete, a further 50 breeds will be developed.  Eventually all breeds will have 

BHCPȭs.   

These plans are being set into place with the help of the BHCȭs, breed clubs and researchers to create 

specifically designed plans for each breed. Data is collected via breed health surveys, KC population 

data, KC/DNA schemes and KC/BVA screening schemes. 

 

%ÐÉÌÅÐÓÙ 

The next topic was Epilepsy given by Professor Holgar Volk of the Royal Veterinary College.  It is the 

most common chronic neurological condition in dogs. He said that when asking owners of dogs who 

suffer from seizures what was the most worrying part of the disease is the common answer was that 

drugs do not completely control it. He said any brain is capable of a seizure but the lower the 

threshold, the more likely the brain was to seize.  He thinks many factors come into play which can 

cause seizures, not just one or two.  There can be a genetic link but also diet and nurturing can 

impact too.  He likened the condition to a stream where all the subsidiaries come into it and 

eventually tips the brain into a seizure.  He says diet can play a part in controlling seizures as well as 

medication. 

 

3ÎÉÆУÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ  

The next speaker was Dr Zoe Belshaw of the Centre for Evidence-based Veterinary Medicine at the 

University of Nottingham.  Her talk was about sniffing out the science; how to interpret information 

on dog health. She made us all aware of what may be true facts on the internet and what may be 

false.  This talk was very interesting and highly beneficial.  She pointed us in the direction of Google 

Scholar (unknown to many) and also advised on the best way of 

searching on the internet for information that can be trusted. 

 



Breed Health Update cont...  
 

'ÉÖÅ Á $ÏÇ Á 'ÅÎÏÍÅ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ  

Next came Dr Cathryn Mellersh, Head of the Animal Health Trusts KC Genetics 

Centre who gave an update on ȰGive a Dog a Genome ProjectȱȢ  She explained 

how the project, which has now been supported by 75 breeds, will help to 

speed up and improve the development of new DNA tests.   

When this scheme was first launched by the KC about 1 year ago breed clubs were offered the 

chance to participate.  The idea was that each breed club should pay £1000 towards the testing of 

one dog from their breed and the KC would match this with a further £1000 as this is the cost 

incurred to extract the DNA data from each dog.  Unfortunately it was felt this sum was too large for 

our small club to contribute at that time.  As more and more dogs are put onto the system the cost 

will become less and it is hoped that eventually all breeds will be tested.   

This will be a huge step forward in future generations for discovering faulty genes that are 

responsible for health issues within a breed. Thus enabling tests to be developed to determine who 

carries the faulty genes and to remove them from the genepool where necessary.  This will take 

many years 

 

)ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ  

The final speaker of the day was Dr Brenda Bonnett, CEO of the International Partnership for Dogs 

(IPFD).  She outlined support they get from KCȭs around the world saying how important it for 

countries to support international collaboration and sharing of resources to help improve canine 

health, well-being and welfare.  One of the most important tasks was to work on the harmonisation 

of genetic testing to support the appropriate selection and use of DNA testing.  At present, there is no 

agreed standard for the laboratories carrying out DNA testing, which means 

can we trust the results?  The idea is the get a recognised standard throughout 

the world for ȬHarmonisation of Genetic Testing for DogsȭȢ 

  

Sue says, ȰI found the whole day very rewarding and now feel better equipped 

in my role as BHC for the GSMDȱȢ    

Have you got an Article?  

 

If you have anything you would like to share with other GSMD Club Members in future newsletters, 

including articles, information or photos, please email Anne-Marie Ward: 

 amward952@gmail.com  


